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“The fallest acconnt of Indra geacly days, as recard-
ed in any sngle hymn of the Rigveda sppeats in VI
18 J A OS 63,93 gy, thiy materlal with cetrain othet
material found elsewhere in the Rigveda b5 utilised in
an effost to reconstruct the general outline of the story
of Indra 3 bisth and Infancy 7 (Rexad 131
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[Indras mother speaks] This 1 the anclent sccos-
tomed path, by which the gods were sl bam upwerd.
Thence let this Mighty one be bom [upward] Let
him pot make hrs mother falt down there [in Hell]
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“Amuya” in the RV regularly means ‘there in
an evil scene: it is used of the phice where the dead
Virtra lle (1 328) where demons e (X. 85 14) where
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He mw his mother leaviog hum, No no I shall
follow her. 1 must surely go with her | In Tvaste’s
house Indra drank Soma a heemarred-worth of the press~
« juice from the bowls
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“In other passages Indra steals the som afier over-

comung Tvastr (1484 of. I 617) who scems to be
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“Indefiniteness of outline and lack of individuality
haracteme the Vedic concepton of the gods Thu
s maunly due to the fact that they are neater to the
Eh&ml phenomena which they fepresent than the

of any other Indo-Earopean le

Thcab{mceofdnundivcnmgﬁtpbcmu greater
when teveral derties sprng from  different aspects
of one and the a2me phenomens.  Hence the charscter
of each Vedic god 13 made up of only 2 few essentul
tats combined with & number of other features
common to all the gods, such as bn’!hancc.fpowu
beneficence, and wndom. .such common features
tend to obscuse what Iy essentnal because 10 hymns of
prayer and prabie they mturally assume promi-

pence, A belongiag to depart
ments t‘:e“ %min?{ functions 1n common, g‘\;i
2pt ta be ap) us Agni, pnmanly the

u?t fire, dispels the demons of datkness with

his light, while Indra the aeml god of the thunder
storm slays them with hightaing — Iato the coneepnion
of fire-god fusther enters by aspect as Lig] 1n the
atmosphere.  The asymilation ta increased such
gods often being 1nvoked 1 pam.  These combinations
result 1 atttributes to the one attaching
themmelves to the other even when the fatter appeans
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“Indefiniteness of ontline and lack of individeality
chanacterse the Vedic conception of the gods. This
1s mainly duc to the fact that they are nearer to the
physscal phenomena which they represent than the

when several deines spung from different aspects
of ane and the same phenomena, Hence the chamcter
of each Vedic god i made up of only 2 few essential
trams  combmed with 2 number of other features

nence. Aﬁu. belonging to

Ymg‘p‘i:)mmmt fancuons 1n common, are
apt to be approximated. Thus Agni, pomasily the god
of t fire, dspels the demons of datkness with
his light, while Indra the aemal god of the thunder
storm slays them with lightming — Into the conception
of ﬁxc—god further eaters hit aspect as lightning 1 the
stmosphere. The assimilation 1 increased Ey such
gods often belng 1nvoked m pas  These combinations
result 1n atttribates to the one god attaching
themselves to the other even when the latter appears
tlone, Thus Agni comes to be called soma-dnnker,
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common to alf the gods such as beilltance, power,
beneficence  and wisdom  Juch ¢ommon featores
tend t obscure what 13 cssentml becruse ta of
prayer and praste 1bey parunafly asyome

nence.  Agmo, gods belonging to erent
ments, bot hawing promunent fasrcons 1 common, ere

sptto be Thus Agny, pnmanly the god
nfmmtgfm:h:dmufd:dnw wrth

stmosphere.  The asumibinon 3 morcied such
god often bewng mvoked 1 pas  These combinations
result in attributes to the one atrzching
thermselves to the o even when the ex appears

anributey off prmenly bedongmg to Indra™ (Vedic My
thology pp. 14 16)
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Indefiniteness of outline tad lack of individusliy
chapctestse the Vedic conception of the gods Thi
is nuinly due to the fact that they are nearer to the
physical phenomesa which they represent than the
gods of any other Indo-Buropean people

The abseace of distinctrveness must be sl greater
when several deies  spring from dufferent 2tpects
of one and the tame phenomena. Hence the cunaer
of each Vedic god 15 made up of oaly 2 fow estenml
trags combmed with a pumber of other ferrres
common to sl the gods, such a3 brillanee,
bensficence, tnd widom. .such common fexwes
tend to obscure what 5 esvental becyuse 1 byess
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“Now the taking up of moisture is his function, 2ad
the destruction of Vrtm (and)—the prevalling feature
(prabhutvam) of (hb) prae—the complete accomplish-
ment of every (kind of) mighty deed.”
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